SOME TECHNICAL APPLICATIONS.
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intensity of light (Huels, Bull. Univ. Wisconsin, Madison,
No. 157, 419). Selenium compounds are finding important
applications in the manufacture of red enamel ware, in
the enameling of steel, and in the production of red glass
for use in railroad signals (Jour. Ind. and Eng. Chem. iv,
539; Fenaroli, Chem. Ztg. xxxvin, 177, 873). The selen-
ides and organic compounds of selenium have been sug-
gested for use in making dyes (Wasserman, German Patent
286,950 (1913); Bauer, Ber. Dtsch. chem. Ges. XLVII,
1873). Sodium selenite has been employed to show the
reducing power of bacteria (Merck's Index, 1907). Selen-
ium has found some use in the vulcanization of rubber
(Jour. Ind. and Eng. Chem. x, 117).
Tellurium has shown certain peculiar behavior toward
electricity which would indicate that some electrical uses
may be found for the element (Hess, Mineral Resources
U. S. (1908), 719). The tellurides have been mentioned
as of possible value in making dyes, as well as in coloring
glass (Wasserman, loc. cit., Fenaroli, loc. cit.}. Tellurium is
said to have some use in forming high-resistant alloys, and
in medicine as an antisudorific agent.
The element platinum is finding increasing use in
jewelry, and continues to be important in the manufacture
of chemical apparatus. Recently 2000 kilos were reported
as having been used in one year in the production of pitfs
for artificial teeth. Its application in the sulphuric acid
contact process is most important. The use of platinum
in electrical industries is gradually becoming less, on account
of the substitution of nickel-chromium alloys, molybdenum,
and tungsten (Mineral Resources U. S. (1914), 338).
Iridium, alloyed with osmium, is employed for compass-
bearings and for tips of gold pens. Its alloy with platinum
is used in the manufacture of laboratory apparatus and
for standard weights and measures. The black oxide
finds use in china-painting.
Osmium has long been employed as a stain in micro-